[image: image1.wmf]
[image: image2.wmf]Members Present: Scott Schell, Greg Wright, Rosanne Reeves, Tom Wolf, Robin Dewey, Mark Whitney
Members Reporting Absence:  Sharon Ryan
Guests:  Dale Stoll and John Lefelholz
County Representatives:  Linda Watkins and Bob Eichenberg
Athens City Representative:  Rich Campitelli
The meeting was called to order by Chair, Scott Schell at 6:05 pm.
Announcements: 

1. The Athens City Extension is close to being completed.  There are about 220 yards of the chain link fence to be completed.  A question was asked as to why 2 different types of fencing are being used.  The wood fences are places where the bicycles are more likely to go into the road.  The wood is more structurally sound.  The chain link fence is to keep people on the path. The construction crews have been parking their vehicles on the path.  
I.
Minutes

Scott Schell made a correction to the July minutes - Under Old Business - #3.  Segways - letter states that we need a legal opinion.  The legal opinion was already received.
II.
Committees

A.
Maintenance
1. 
Sealing Update (Bob Eichenberg) 

a) 
The sealing was completed today (9/11/08).  

b) Bob passed out pictures that he took of the sealing.  

c) 
The County crews and DePue and his workers are to be commended for their help.

d) The County Engineer provided a large broom to sweep the path.

e) 
Crack and hole filling have yet to be done.

f) 
Rosanne Reeves had a question regarding how long the smell would last.  It should dissipate soon.

g) The final cost of the sealing was $54,000.  

B.
Promotion and Marketing
1. 
Brochure and Map (Dale Stoll reporting for Bob Stoll)
a) 
Has received few comments about the map.
b) Dale will be doing the outside part of the brochure.  Bob sent copies of both parts.

c) 
Rich Campitelli stated that he would like the Athens Community Center to stay on the map. Tom Wolf stated that the original 5, on the map, were paid sponsors.  Could be on the text side of the map.

d) Dale asked if we wanted to keep the map side simple or include places of interest.  

e) 
Dale would like to put some photos on the map.  John Lefelholz (Cycle Path) has put in a proposal for doing the map.  He said it would entail about 40 to 60 hours of work.  There may not be room for many pictures.  Dale will coordinate the map project.  She would like to arrange a strip of pictures on the inside of the map.

f) 
Would the bike path committee take care of the printing of the map?  Yes, grant money may be available.  Rosanne Reeves will check with Sharon Ryan as to the amount of money available for this.  She will send an e-mail to the committee.

g) The Tourism Bureau will be doing their grants at the end of December.
h) Parking at Glenn Ebon - Do we want this added to the map?  Dale read the pros and cons she received on this matter.  The membership said yes to putting this on the map.
i) 
Currier Street should remain on the map.

j) 
The map should show the new soccer field restroom.

k) The Athens Conservancy does not need to be on the map.

l) 
The various spots where you can get off the path should be indicated.

m) Have we looked at maps from other bikeways?  Bob Stoll has done this.

n) John Lefelholz said that the map needs a scale.  There is no relativity.  Also the first thing you see is the logo.  The first thing you see should be the trail.  There should also be a legend on the map.

o) Tom Wolf said that when he looks at other bikeway maps he looks for access places.

p) We should be using info we have from other maps.

q) Boxes could be put on the map to show the different areas.
r) 
Two or three versions of the map could be made and the committee could decide which one they would like.

s) 
Contact #'s should be used.  Athens Park and Rec was suggested.  The Athens County Regional Planning Commission phone # would be the best one to use.  911 would be used for emergencies.

t) 
Need to check with Hocking College on restroom and parking at The Inn at Hocking College.

u) Athens County Convention and Visitors Bureau should be mentioned.  They have a comprehensive list on lodging.

v) Dale will send the text portion around again for the committee to approve.

w) Dale has a picture she would like to use on the front of the brochure.

x) Timeline for completion depends on the funds available.

C.
Environmental Management (Scott Schell reporting)
1. Phil Cantino has been out on the path a lot.  He suggested cutting back to August 1st for mowing the "no mow" areas. 691 to Hocking College needs mowed.  Bob Eichenberg suggested we take care of mowing this.  Will check with Hocking.  Phil Cantino requested that we not mow the area where the rare plant is located until October 1st.
2. Scott Schell would like to make a motion, at the next meeting, to only expand the established "no mow" areas to protect federal or state endangered plant species.  This is a compromise in response to negative opinion on the "no mow" areas and to maintain reasonable continuity with the mowing crew.  Scott also would like Phil to attend the next meeting and weigh in on this.

III.
Old Business 
1. Segways - 
a) Tom Wolf sent out an e-mail regarding Segways in Greene County.  Greene County only allows Segways with a medical excuse.  A permit is issued that is good for one year.  At the present time they have a total of 5 permits issued.
b) Scott Schell distributed copies of the legal opinion from the Prosecutor's Office.

c) Scott also said that the Ohio Division of Wildlife has looked into allowing Segways in wildlife areas.  They are very restrictive though.  Mostly for the disabled.

d) Mark Sullivan said that the only way he would agree to allowing Segways on the path would be with a medical excuse.
e) Lee Underschultz stated that the way our signs are written, Segways would be allowed.  The signs need to be changed.

f) Tom Wolf said that to treat a Segway any different than a bicycle with an electric boost is not feasible.  If Segways are allowed with a medical excuse, other motorized vehicles should be allowed.

g) Mark Whitney said that at first he thought that anything we do to have people use the bike path would be good but he is not sure about opening up the door to other vehicles.  He can't support Segways.

h) Scott Schell said that many people do not want the path to be a motorized path.

i) Lee Underschultz suggested we do it on a trial basis.  It was decided that wasn't the issue.  We either approve Segways or we don't.

j) Robin Dewey indicated that she also was very torn but feels we have to draw the line somewhere.  How do we police medical usage?  Greene County uses stickers.  We need to decide how to handle this.  If we issue permits, it should be to the person not the vehicle.

k) Rosanne Reeves said that we have a major problem with 4 wheelers.  Motorized wheelchairs are permitted but scooters are not.

l) Scott Schell feels that we ought to develop a permit process for mobility impaired persons.  Should come up with something in between Greene County and The Department of Wildlife.

m) A question was would a permit be needed for motorized wheelchairs.  No, because they are permitted already.

n) A motion was made to not use Segways for general use but to explore mobility impairment issues.  After the motion was made, Robin Dewey said that she would like the opportunity to discuss the matter without bias.  It was suggested that we try to get more members to come to the next meeting and vote on it then.  Rosanne Reeves said that, she thought, the by-laws said that you must attend 6 meeting a year to be in good standing.  This should be discussed at a later meeting.
o) Robin Dewey motioned that we post-pone the vote and announce that we would like members to attend the next meeting.

IV.
New Business

1. 4-Wheelers - A letter will be drafted to the Sheriff's Department regarding 4-wheelers on the path.  Rosanne Reeves stated that there have been many violations on the path by 4-wheelers.  Scott Schell suggested that the reports to the Sheriff should be made as soon as possible after the violation is sited.  We would need more specific information on the time and date of the violation before a letter could be drafted.
Next meeting date:  October 9, 2008.
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