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[image: image2.wmf]Members Present: Scott Schell, Greg Wright, Rosanne Reeves, Tom Wolf, Robin Dewey, Ed Newman, David Brennan, Sharon Ryan, Peter Kotses, Rich Campitelli, Bob Stoll, Paul Mullins
Members Reporting Absence:  Mark Whitney
Guests:  John Branner and Phil Cantino
County Representatives:  Linda Watkins

The meeting was called to order by Chair, Scott Schell at 6:00 pm.
Announcements: 

I.
Minutes
II.
Committees
A.
Maintenance
1. The mile markers on the east side are up.
2. Tom Wolf replaced the mile markers in Athens.

3. Crack sealing is going to be bid.  Hopefully the weather in November will cooperate.

4. A nut needs to be put on the bridge by Currier Street.
5. There is a large root on the East State Street side.  Can this be cut?  Rich Campitelli said that yes, this, more than likely, could be done.
B.
Promotion and Marketing
1. Bob and Dale Stoll finished the updates on the brochure.
2. There was a question regarding the picture on the front of the brochure showing leaves on the ground.  Most people like it.

3. Any suggestions should be circled and/or sent to Bob and Dale.

4. We have a volunteer who will make the maps.  Dave Simon will have a draft to us next week.

5. Bob Stoll called John Lefelholz and explained to him that we have a volunteer to do the maps.
6. The topic of having eating establishments was brought up.  The Athens County Visitors Guide will be available for places to eat, places to stay, etc.

7. The larger the brochure is the higher the cost.

8. Down the road we can consider putting this information on the kiosks.

9. Sharon Ryan reported that we have $111.59 in our passbook account.

10. The Tourism Development Grant application is due on December.  We should apply for $2000.

11. Melissa Bailes will be replacing Gina Geremia at The Athens County Convention and Visitors Bureau.  
12. Melissa will have an idea of how many brochures we have and how many we have given out.

13. The Athens Marathon will provide a portion of the monies.

14. The printing will be $5100.

15. The Rotary may be able to give some money.  Some other suggestions would be Holzer Hospital, OU, O'Bleness Foundation.

16. David Brennan suggested a general letter be written to give to organizations.  Scott Schell will put this together.
17. Robin Dewey will check on student organizations.

C.
Environmental Management 
1. Phil Cantino asked that the Sweet India Plantain be protected and not mowed until September 1st.

2. Most of the wildflower areas can be mowed by August 1st.  (See Scott's motion in the September minutes).

3. Is there a way to spread the seed so the plant is not in the right-of-way?

4. The new restrictions will take effect in the spring.

5. Bob Stoll remarked that when they were preparing the path for the sealing they mowed a patch along the no mow zone.  How big of an impact would this be if they mowed 18 to 24 inches more all the time?  Would August 1st mowing solve the problem?  Doing this for the whole summer would not protect the wild flowers.

6. The restriction on the mowing of the Stilt Grass is working well.
III.
Old Business 
A. Segways
1. Scott Schell read a portion of the law on motorized vehicles from the US Highway Administration.

2. Because our bike path was built with Federal monies, we have to go by Federal law.
3. There are at least 4 government agencies involved in the bike path.

4. The Federal law states that the only way motorized vehicles are allowed on a bike way is for disabilities.

5. We need to decide whether we should allow them with a permit.

6. Paul Mullins said that his concern with Segways is how a disabled person would be able to stand on one but not be able to walk.

7. Gina Geremia wondered how a disabled person would be able to lift a Segway.

8. How do we determine what a disability is?

9. A permit would require a doctor's license number and a doctor's excuse.

10. Would have to be on a case by case basis.

11. David Brennan stated that there probably would not be many abuses because Segways are expensive.

12. Scott Schell asked for two motions to be made.

a) First motion:  We reaffirm out position that vehicles with motors are not allowed.

b) 2nd motion:  We will set up guidelines for permit use for a person with a disability.
IV.
New Business

A. Bike path spur to Athens High School - John Branner and Phil Cantino
1. Some land will need to be purchased from Codingham Real Estate.

2. Need better access to the high school.
3. Codingham owns 5 acres that would need to be used for the spur.

4. There is a proposal to build a park in this area also.

5. There is a culvert that would allow a bicycle to pass through.

6. Codingham would sell it.

7. Athens Conservancy is trying to get a grant.

8. The grant application would have to be in by December 1, 2008.

9. The topography is suitable for a bikeway.

10. Scott Schell said that he thought it was a great idea.

11. Is this in a wetland area?  No, adjacent to it.

12. Would it be possible to pigtail with a state grant?  The grant is the Ohio Parks and Recreation grant.

13. If money isn't available, could the right-of-way by the Codingham property be used?

14. Athens High School is behind it.

15. Tom Wolf asked if the high school has bike racks.  There is a need for them.  Maybe this could count toward in-kind.
16. Bob Stoll asked if there would be other projects that would compete.  Extending the path to Canaanville would be one project.  Would they be less likely to consider one over the other?
17. Would Codingham be able to reduce the price?

18. Paul Mullins made a motion that we approve and write a letter of support.  David Brennan 2nd the motion.  The letter can be addressed to Bob Placier, President of the Athens Conservancy.

19. Tom Wolf asked about access from the retirement community on Johnson Road.

B. Dow Lake Damn Link

1. Will require very little drainage.

2. Would need permission from the State Park and from ODOT.

3. There is a long term moratorium on development of state parks.

4. Would need to call it a trail instead of a path.

5. There is an old culvert that crosses the creek.

C. New Coffee Shop on Union Street (David Brennan)

1. Would like to know how they could put a sign on the path.

2. In general signs are not allowed on the path.

3. Will discuss at next meeting.

V.
Public Comment

A. The Indian Mound in The Plains was purchased by the National Archeological Conservancy.
Next meeting date:  November 13, 2008.
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