[image: image1.wmf][image: image2.wmf]Members Present: Rosanne Reeves, David Brennan, Mark Whitney, Maxine Rantane, Bob Stoll, Peter Kotses, Fred Holmes and Tom Wolf
Members Reporting Absence:  Sharon Ryan, Scott Schell, and Robin Dewey
Guests:  None
County Representatives:  Linda Watkins and Bob Eichenberg
The meeting was called to order by Vice-President, Bob Stoll, at 6:10 pm.
I.
Minutes

Tom Wolfe made a motion to approve the minutes for April and May.  Fred Holmes 2nd the motion.  The April and May minutes were approved.
II.
Committees

A.
Maintenance:

1. Charlie Brown took care of the tree that was down on the path between mile marker 12.5 and 13.

2. Linda Watkins will ask Charlie Brown to have the path swept.

3. Tom Wolf asked about the hole in the path near the Convocation Center.  Mark Whitney said that this will be taken care of this summer with paving.

4. There is a problem with people standing on the path at the new soccer field's restroom area standing on the path.  Is there a way to take care of this problem?  The city of Athens is trying to help with this.  There is a concern about people darting out into the path in front of someone.  There was a suggestion that maybe getting the word out to the soccer coaches may help.  Maybe a crosswalk would make it more obvious.  Tom Wolf will speak to Paula Moseley about this.  He will also send and e-mail to Rich Capitelli and copy to the committee.
5. Sealing:  Bob Eichenberg checked out the bike path with Mr. Depue.  Mr. Depue is equipped to do the maintenance.  The Regional Planning Commission will pay him to do the roots.   Rosanne Reeves asked if the "orange smell" from the sealing material would invade homes along the path.  Bob will ask this question on Tuesday.  He will also check with Jim Snyder, from  Greene County, who has used this sealing method. 
6. River Road - Greg Wright suggested excavating and putting in rock.  Depue would use Gabion baskets or sheet piling.
7. There is a Sycamore tree on Monk Road that needs to be cut down and pulled out.  The path needs to be taken up and replaced.

8. The path can be sealed before we fix the erosion between Glenn Ebon and the Inn at Hocking.

9. Mark Whitney said that he had an article dealing with tree roots and sidewalks.

10. On Tuesday Bob Eichenberg is going to be going out, with the County Commissioners and the person doing the sealing, to inspect the path.  He will emphasize that the path needs maintenance.  It is only going to get worse.

11. Vegetation problem - Bob Stoll asked if the SEPTA Center in Nelsonville could help with cutting brush.  
They have done this in the past.   A suggestion was made to contact Blacks Tree Service also.
B.
Promotion and Marketing (Gina Geremia)
1. Increased ads for outdoor recreation.  Streamlined the advertising.

2. Brochures are taken to all events.  They are getting calls every day for the brochures.

3. The website is on hold until a new intern is hired.

4. Gina will be leaving the area in October.  Someone will have to take over the brochure update.

C.
Environmental Management
1. The bluebird boxes have fallen off.  Is Scott Schell interested in dong anything with them?

III.
Old Business - None
IV.
New Business

A.
Segways 

1. Lee Underschultz attended the bike path meeting to speak about using Segways on the path.  She said that off road Segways are available.  There are Segways designed to be used on a bikeway.  They are maintenance free and they run on a battery.  There are also safety features on a Segway.  They could be used by birding enthusiasts on the path.  
2. A question was asked as to how wide a Segway is.  Ms. Underschultz said that they are 22 inches wide and they weight about 120 lbs.  
3. Would it be practical for carrying groceries?  It depends on how much.  
4. Bob Eichenberg said that, in Greene County, a special permit with a sticker is issued for people with a handicap.  
5. One of the problems with Segways is that they are very expensive and only a small portion of the population can afford them.  
6. Will this open up a "can of worms" for other vehicles  if we allow Segways?   
7. What is the actual law say about Segways?  Originally it stated that no motorized vehicles would be allowed but another law was passed regarding Segways.  Local authorities do have the right to exclude them.  
8. Fred Holmes stated that he is excited about the prospect of using Segways.  He felt that it opened up the path to those who normally would not be able to use it.  
9. Gina Geremia had concerns about them.  One concern was the weight of the Segway.  
10. Tom Wolf asked, if the battery should die, could it be pushed.  Ms. Underschultz said that yes you could push it.  It can be put in neutral.  
11. Rosanne Reeves stated that any of us could become disabled at anytime and we needed to think about the disabled.  She liked the idea of being able to use a Segway.  
12. Ms. Underschultz stated that research has been done that shows that the amount of accidents is low.  
13. Ms. Underschultz said that there are 2 speeds available.  6 mile and hour and 12 miles an hour.  There is also a safety feature that gives a 10 minute warning that the battery is about to die.

14. The County Commissioners need to be brought into the discussion.  Also the City of Athens and Ohio University since the bike path crosses their properties.

15. Bob Eichenberg called Louanna Lenigar (Prosecutors Office) and she is researching Segways and will get back to him.


B.
Tree Planting
1. Bob Eichenberg received a call from a gentleman interested in planting fruit and nut trees on the bike path.  He has 50 trees he would like to plant.  Bob explained to him that we would need a plan.  He told him that he should attend one of our meetings.  He told Bob that he does not like to attend meetings but he would send a friend.

2. A question was asked as to who would maintain these trees.

C.
Ride Across America

1. David Brennan brought up the fact that the Ride Across America people would be coming through Athens in a few days.  He felt that the riders should be welcomed when they came through Athens.  They will come in on Rt. 56 and go out Rt. 682 to Rt. 50.
Meeting was adjourned at 7:30 pm.
Next meeting date:  July 10, 2008.
� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery.2  ���





Hockhocking Adena Bikeway Advisory Committee�Minutes of the June 12, 2008, Meeting


O'Bleness Hospital - Lower Level Meeting Room


�








_1235212463

