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[image: image2.wmf]Members Present: Scott Schell, Greg Wright, Paul Mullins, Sharon Ryan, Ed Newman, Rosanne Reeves, Bob Stoll, Fred Holmes and Tom Wolf
Members Reporting Absence:  Mark Whitney, Peter Kotses and Robin Dewey
Guests:  Phil Cantino
County Representatives:  Linda Watkins and Bob Eichenberg
The meeting was called to order by President, Scott Schell at 6:05 pm.
Announcements:

1. Athens City has added new bike lanes between Carpenter and Washington Streets.  There are plans for lanes on Richland Ave.
I.
Minutes

Rosanne Reeves had a correction to the minutes.  She is in favor of Segways for disabled persons only.

Tom Wolf made a motion that the minutes be approved.  Bob Stoll 2nd the motion.  The minutes were approved by the membership.
II.
Committees

A.
Maintenance
1. 
There was a suggestion that a half-mile marker be placed under the Richland Avenue Bridge.
2. 
Tom Wolf noticed that some of the numbers on the mile markers need to be replaced.

3. 
There is a cut in the pavement at the Kroger spur.  Tom Wolf sent and e-mail to Andy Stone (Athens City Street Department).  Andy will put some asphalt on the cut.

4. 
Debris on the river needs to be taken care of.  A work order will be sent to Charlie Brown to take care of this when the river is safe.

5. 
Sealing Update (Bob Eichenberg) 

a) 
There are cracks that need to be sealed where ever there are tree roots.  Bob proposed that the roots be cut.  This was tried on a few roots and it worked.  The root would be left in place after it is cut.  There was a question as to whether a chemical treatment should be put on the root.  Scott Schell said that he has used Tordon.  It is supposed to be non-toxic.  We don't want to kill the tree.  It was suggested that we check with Ann Bonner or someone with knowledge of this.
b) Drainage Issues - There are drainage problems in various places on the path.  When there are heaving rains there is sheeting on the path.  Some spots are in no mow zones.  These should be taken care of before sealing the path.
c) 
Time Frame - Mid August to Mid September.
d) Rosanne Reeves asked about the orange smell from the sealing material.  Bob Eichenberg said that the smell is almost completely gone after 20 or 30 minutes.
6. 
Mowing:
a) 
Bob Stoll asked if the county ditch witched on both sides of the path.  Most of the time they only did this on one side.

b) The County Commissioners do not like the "no mow" going all the way to the pavement.  They believe it looks un-kept.

c) 
Is there a relationship to the moss and no mow?  There may be a little but this can be taken care of with maintenance.

d) One of the issues of vegetation too the pavement is that it inhibits water flow off the path.

e) 
When the path was first built there was an edge of grass.

f) 
We will have to blade off the path eventually.  Bob Eichenberg said the Robert Depue has done this kind of work and he recommended that we use him.

g) Phil Cantino made a pitch for not mowing past 6 feet.  This would bring plants closer to people who are walking the path.  More and more plants are being found along the path.  Phil found a rare plant along the path.  Rosanne Reeves is in favor of leaving the vegetation alone.  There has to be some mowing.  Scott Schell distributed copies of the mowing restrictions. 

h) 11-5 to 11.7 - both sides of the path are mowed.  Scott Schell marks this area but the Commissioners want it mowed.  This is one area that we can give in on.

i) 
Scott Schell motioned that we drop the right side.  Sharon Ryan 2nd the motion.

j) 
Bob Eichenberg suggested that we prepare a letter to the Commissioners explaining the reasons for the no mow zone.

k) Flowers that are cut back will not return the next year.

l) 
No Mow - just areas that are marked.  Other areas have no restrictions.

m) Phil Cantino suggested we mow 4 ft. instead of 6ft.

n) There must be areas for walkers to get off the path.

o) Should we include a mowing width restriction?

p) Sometimes there are trees sticking out onto the path.  Would like to see everything off the area.

q) Specific areas should be mowed:  Opposite the no mow between mile 12 ½ and Glenn Ebon Rd.  Width - 4 or 5 ft.  Should we restrict to one swath?  This is probably adequate.  It's a good idea to put this in writing to document.  Attach the mowing restrictions to the letter.  

r) 
Scott Schell motioned that we mow 4 ft.  Paul Mullins 2nd the motion.  The motion passed.

s) 
Phil Cantino asked how to mark the plants.  It was suggested that surveyors flagging be used.
B.
Promotion and Marketing
1. Brochure
a) 
Will take to the end of the summer to complete

b) Need to do something about the maps.  They are inadequate.

c) 
Bob Stoll will check with his wife to see if she would work on the brochure.

d) Gregg suggested that the brochure be put on the website.

C.
Environmental Management
1. No mow areas.  The bluebird houses have reached their life span.  Scott Schell is not interested in doing them again.  The next time they are done, a maintenance contract is needed.
III.
Old Business 
1. Nelsonville Extension - The Ohio Historical Society gave approval to remove the old coal tipple.

There was a question as to what route the path would follow.  It will go over the train bridge and take the right track.  It will come back in by the track that is used by the Hocking Valley Scenic Railway.  A fence will be put up.

2. Soccer Field Restrooms - Tom composed a letter to the City of Athens addressing the problem of people standing on the path in front of the restrooms.  One suggestion was to put up a railing but Paul Moseley (Athens City Service Director) did not like that idea.  Andy Stone suggested striping the area.  Scott Schell suggested putting up a bike way etiquette sign that reads "Watch For Pedestrians".  Have one sign from the parking lot and one from the soccer field.  It was also suggested a "Do Not Stand" sign be posted.  Rosanne Reeves suggested a handout to be given to parents when they sign up their children for soccer.  Tom Wolf will compose the handout.
3. Segways - 
a) Need a legal opinion.  

b) Wheelchairs are allowed by law.  

c) Fred Holmes asked if Segways could be approved on a trial basis.  
d) How does a disabled person use a Segway?  

e) It was suggested that they be approved on a case by case basis.  

f) It was also suggested that we contact Greene County to see how many requests they have. 

g) Legally could we stop them if they are disabled?
h) How would any laws against them be enforced?  Formally through the County.  Authorities could be called.

i) Fred Holmes asked who owns the different parts of the path.  It was explained to him that the path was owned by The County, Athens City, Nelsonville, Hocking College and OU.

j) Tom Wolfe will talk to ODOT.  

k) Need to check out other bike paths to see what they do.

l) Will signage need to be changed?  Not unless we do a permit.

m) Scott will contact Lee Underschultz to update her on the process.

n) Defining "Wheelchair" is important.

IV.
New Business

1. Mission Statement  - A mission statement is needed.  There should be one in the By-laws.


Meeting was adjourned at  7:15 pm.
Next meeting date:  September 11, 2008.
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